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A successful career for me is a multi-faceted one. While I enjoy working independently, I find the process of working collaboratively towards a common goal particularly enjoyable. A fast-paced and dynamic workplace with the ability to progress within the company, take on new responsibilities and grow as an individual both professionally and personally is also particularly important for me. I believe a career in law at Byrne Wallace in particular offers this. What began for me as an initial interest in writing and constructing cohesive and enthralling essays during my Leaving Certificate developed into a passion for using language to convey my point of view. This, in turn, led me to study Law at University where I have earned a first-class honours grade in not only Company law but also property and constitutional law to date.
Working in Dublin Airport for over a year including the notoriously difficult travel period of Summer 2022 immediately following my Leaving Certificate tested my resilience, and my ability to work under time pressure and manage large amounts of people. 40-hour work weeks and 20-hour work weeks alongside my degree during the academic year required a high degree of time management to ensure consistently high exam results while also making what were often early 4 AM nine-hour shifts on the weekends. Managing the expectations of clients and advising on purchases promptly became second nature to me. A laser-sharp customer focus was needed to advise customers in such a time-sensitive environment. Similarly, as a solicitor, the client is the focus of every decision made working with their best interests in mind. I believe these skills I have acquired are crucial to success in a career as a solicitor at Byrne Wallace. 
With a sharp focus on technology and innovation representing clients such as Xtremepush and OCUCO along with a diverse range of practice areas, I believe Byrne Wallace represents a leading forward-thinking law firm with a focus on delivering high-quality specific legal advice whilst also having the agility to advice across multiple areas of law. Byrne Wallace’s position as a full-service law firm with departments ranging from tax to corporate crime will allow me to gain a well-rounded understanding of the law in Ireland. A commitment to supporting charitable causes which extends beyond mere performative activism such as their long-standing relationship with Barnardos and Focus Ireland with their annual Shine a Light Night sleep out in 2023, is something which mirrors my own personal and professional commitments. The ability to work alongside a global network of solicitors through ALFA is not only an exciting prospect but one I feel would enhance my time as an intern at Byrne Wallace. 
I would like to thank you for taking the time to consider my application and look forward to the possibility of discussing how my skills and experiences align with that of Byrne Wallace. Should you have any questions relating to my application please do not hesitate to contact me via email or telephone. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Cathal Buckley

