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My deep interest in legal affairs, jurisprudence, debating and social justice has led me to pursue a career in Law. I hold a Second Class Honours Bachelor of Civil Law from NUI Galway and am currently working as a Paralegal. In school, I was a debating champion and know that I have the required skills to be an effective advocate in written or verbal scenarios, including in the courtroom. I am a hard worker; I have immense attention to detail and I interact with people in a courteous, professional and respectful manner. I am looking forward to the next phase in my career where I begin to carve out a niche for myself in the world of law. 
Summary of Competencies, Achievements & Attributes
· I am regularly entrusted with positions of responsibility and take it upon myself to be a leader within groups. In school, I was elected President of the Student Council in 2013/2014. Additionally, I captained my football team Milltown to win a Connacht championship. 

· I believe in the old maxim “a job worth doing is worth doing well” – this runs through my extensive research for all work projects, my desire to produce the best academic output I can and, indeed, in school where I went through my entire 14 years without missing a single day, for which I received awards.

· From an early age, I have displayed exceptional communication skills, initially in school when I prevailed upon my teacher to enter my colleagues and me in a public speaking competition. This led to me winning a number of public speaking awards including Connacht titles, and competing in the All-Ireland Soroptimist public speaking final. I also have a keen interest in debating leading me to set up the debating team in school with the help of my teacher. We went on to win numerous school competitions where I was once awarded the title of ‘Best Overall Debater’.
· I have a deep love of music, and have committed myself to developing my musical skills: in 2012, I was a Bank of Ireland national music award winner, and I have been a multiple all Ireland winner in the Fleadh Cheoil traditional music competitions. In 2013 I completed all my piano grades and am now qualified to teach piano. As a member of the Milltown Parish Choir, I won an All-Ireland choral award.
· Strong IT skills – I completed an ECDL course in school, and I have continued to develop my IT skills in the interim.

· Throughout college I always worked in part-time jobs and effectively juggled studies and work.
Professional Experience
June 2018 – Present

Paralegal, McDowell Purcell, The Capel Building, Mary's Abbey, Smithfield, Dublin
· Working under a team of solicitors in the firm’s Public and Regulatory department

· Currently seconded to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman to work on a project which has been described as the “largest, most complex and significant consumer protection review undertaken by the Central Bank to date”. My role involves investigating and adjudicating complaints against financial service providers.
· Management has commented on my enthusiastic approach, my keen eye for detail and my ability to work on my own initiative.
August 2017 – June 2018
Legal Analyst, Brightflag, 12 Camden Row, Dublin 8
· Working for Brightflag properly introduced me to the world of both business and law. I developed many skills including analytical thinking, extreme attention to detail and social orientation.  I became very familiar with legal terminology and procedures, legal invoices and transaction documents. I was approached by management to complement me on the consistent quality of my work and the timely manner in which it was carried out.
· After just nine months with Brightflag, I was given the responsibilities of a Senior Legal Analyst, a position which I was due to assume in July 2018. My responsibilities were to review the work done by my team to ensure that a high standard service was delivered to clients within the timeframe given.
January 2017 – April 2017
Student Intern, O’Callaghan Lally Solicitors, Galway.

· One day a week I went to O’Callaghan Lally to get firsthand experience of what it is like to practice as a solicitor. I was given the responsibility of drafting contracts, making appointments with clients and became very familiar with using Legal Evolve.
September 2014 – August 2017
Waitress, The Old Arch Bar and Bistro, Claremorris, Co. Mayo
· As a waitress, I was often the first face of the company and am thus aware of the importance of first impressions. My responsibility was to ensure the customer feels welcomed and has a good experience when visiting the restaurant. I was given the responsibility of opening and preparing the restaurant for business. 

Relevant Education & Memberships
Bachelor of Civil Law, NUI Galway, 2014 (58%)
Third year:  Land Law; Equity; Industrial and Intellectual Property; Banking Law; Health Law and Policy; Criminology; Criminal Justice; Media Law; European Human Rights; Essay.

Second year: European Union Law; Criminal Law; Administrative Law; Company Law; Sociology of Law; Evidence; Essay.
First Year: Constitutional Law; Tort Law; Contract Law; Intensive Legal Methods and Research; Family Law; Irish Legal System; Legal Procedure.
2008 – 2014
Dunmore Community School, Dunmore, Co. Galway 

2000 – 2008
Milltown National School, Milltown, Co. Galway 

Personal Interests
· Public speaking and debating are among my chief interests. I love the challenge of articulating a persuasive argument and of negating the argument of the other team. I believe it is very important to make the effort to communicate effectively in public situations.

· Music has been a big part of my life since my young days – I have achieved all grades on the piano, and also play traditional and classical music, including in competitions and with colleagues who love music as much as I do.

· Volunteer leader with Irish Girls Guides and SUAS – I value the opportunity to contribute something beneficial to my local community where I grew up in a happy and supportive environment.
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