Brownstown Park
Navan
Co. Meath
Ireland
Ph: 00353 86 3363927
Email: hanleycm@tcd.ie
 
18 October 2015
Dear Ms Diamond,

 
I am applying for the role of Trainee Solicitor, as advertised on the ByrneWallace website. I am aware of the significant work that ByrneWallace performs in the field of commercial law, and I wish to train in a firm providing such valuable, interesting and dynamic services to the Irish and international corporate sectors.
I am currently in the final year of a 2-year Diploma in Legal Studies in King’s Inns, and, having completed 4 FE1s, with 4 to sit in April 2016, I am now seeking an opportunity to use my diverse skillset to pursue a challenging career as a solicitor. While a family background in the legal sector provided me with an extensive appreciation of the law, my experience working in the International Development Law Organisation (IDLO) in Rome enhanced my already keen interest in the law; latterly, my training in the King’s Inns has equipped me with an extensive legal knowledge, further honing my desire to follow this path. 

I am currently employed as a Management Consulting Analyst in Accenture’s Financial Services practice in Dublin. Through my work with Accenture, I have over 2 years’ experience in change management and problem-solving in the banking industry, including in Contract Management and Legal in a large Irish bank. My current role is as Strategic Communications Analyst in the Accenture-led unit in a large Irish bank. Working as part of a small team, consisting of myself, another analyst, and a project manager, we are developing the unit’s internal and external communications strategy. Some of my previous roles in Accenture have included Project Control Services Analyst in a large Irish bank, where I was responsible for managing completion of statement of works for all projects (141 currently) within the Accenture unit; and Business Analyst on Compliance Initiatives Retail, where, as part of a multi-stakeholder team, I interpreted new European Union Directives, to determine their effect on the bank’s infrastructure. 

I am a highly motivated team player with demonstrable coordination, research and analysis faculties, combined with excellent written and verbal communication skills, while my experience working as a Management Consultant whilst also studying law has necessarily equipped me with exceptional time-management skills. I believe my extensive corporate experience within Accenture will be a valuable asset to a commercial law firm such as ByrneWallace. Throughout my work in Accenture, I have consistently worked and collaborated with senior Accenture and client stakeholders, which has provided me with valuable experience in client relations that will be of much relevance to a commercial law firm. Similarly, my work in both the IDLO, and in the Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) required extensive interaction with senior diplomats at the ambassadorial level, in both Rome and Dublin.
I wish to train in a commercial firm as my experience as a Management Consultant has given me much appreciation of plethora of opportunities available in the commercial sphere. I now desire to make use of the commercial knowledge and experience I have gained to build a challenging, fulfilling and lasting career in the legal sector. 
I believe my past commercial experience, combined with my huge interest in the law, and demonstrable academic ability, makes me a uniquely suited candidate for a trainee position in ByrneWallace.

 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Yours sincerely,

Caoimhe Hanley
