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Dear Sir/Madam, 
Trainee Solicitor Programme Application 2016
My name is Conor Gilheany and I am a fourth year U.C.D. student pursuing a Bachelor of Civil Law with Economics degree. Having attended the ByrneWallace open evening at your offices, and speaking to a number of the firm’s trainees and solicitors, I wish to apply for a spot on the Trainee Solicitor Programme. I expect to graduate from U.C.D. with a second class honors degree in May 2017, and my preference would be to begin with the firm in 2019, t leave time for my FE-1 examinations and travelling. 

During my time in university I made the decision to pursue a career as a solicitor in a corporate law firm. I have always enjoyed solving problems which is a fundamental aspect of the solicitor’s role. Understanding client’s issues fully, and taking the necessary action to further their goals is satisfying to me. 

A career as a solicitor entails new challenges, a diverse workload and the opportunity to meet and learn from many successful and interesting people, which is why I have chosen this path. 

I participated in a commercial study-trip to London in second year and had the chance to speak with a number of partners of Magic Circle firms and participate in workshops surrounding commercial law. This visit gave me my first insight into the life of a corporate lawyer, and also confirmed that I wished to stay in Ireland to pursue a career in law. The A&L Goodbody internship gave me practical experience working in a firm, which I very much enjoyed, and confirmed that a career in corporate law is right for me. 


It is of no surprise that I am drawn to the 2016 Irish Law Firm of the Year to begin and build my career at. As a firm that is growing both in size and in market share, ByrneWallace is the perfect fit for me, as I want to be involved in important and large-scale transactions. In particular, ByrneWallace’s Healthcare and Life Sciences department appeals to me, given the reputation of Colin Sainsbury’s team and the importance of the industry to the Irish economy.
Kevin, a trainee in the firm’s property department, told me how ByrneWallace offers a small firm feel as a big market player, something that appeals to me that other firms cannot give. This is further emphasised by the firms plans to move to an open-floor plan, excluding any barriers to communication between partners and trainees or solicitors, and fostering a greater sense of teamwork.
As the only major Irish firm to achieve the Lexcel standard of excellence, I can be assured I am training with a firm who deals in nothing less than excellence, and the calibre of training I will receive will be first class, should I be offered a spot on the programme. 
As evidenced by my attached CV, I have experienced working in a legal capacity as well as in retail and service roles. I feel these non-legal roles have taught me valuable skills in customer service and developed my ability to communicate effectively and professionally, which would translate very well in dealing with clients and other solicitors as a representative of ByrneWallace. Participating in the A&L Goodbody summer internship programme gave me the chance to learn legal writing, research and interpersonal skills that are relevant to a career in a commercial law firm. 
Aside from my work experience, I spent last year on international exchange studying at the University of Minnesota. The experience of living in a foreign country by myself for the first time has allowed me to mature as an individual, become self-sufficient, and has been important for my own personal growth. I have participated in mooting, negotiation and debating competitions, and this weekend I will be representing U.C.D. in the All Ireland Young Mediator of the Year competition in Blackhall Place. My involvement in these competitions shows my continued efforts at improving my communication, advocacy and public speaking skills, as well as gaining practical experience in mediating, negotiating and litigating.
I am available for interview at your convenience, however I do have an upcoming midterm examination on the 3rd of November at 10am. I would be grateful to be given the opportunity to answer any questions you may have of me or on my application, ask some questions of my own and hopefully show you that I would be a good fit for ByrneWallace. In the meantime, if you have any questions relating to my application or me, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours faithfully
Conor Gilheany
