Greg Flynn
37 The Court
Moyglare Hall
Maynooth
Kildare

10 February 2016


Byrne Wallace
87-88 Harcourt Street 
Dublin 2 
RE: SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

Dear selection committee,

I am writing to apply for a place on your summer internship programme. I am currently in the final year of my Master of Legal Science degree at Maynooth University. 

While at university I have sought to gain experience relevant to a career as a solicitor. I recently began working as a paralegal with Dillon Eustace Solicitors, having already undertaken a four-month internship within the firm’s Banking and Capital Markets Department. During each period I have worked on a variety of different projects including major asset disposals, loan sales and the management of Irish domiciled investment funds. Based on my experience thus far, I have determined that I would be most suited to a career at a commercial law firm and am now seeking further experience in this environment.

I am particularly interested in Banking and Finance Law, and note that Byrne Wallace has advised major organisations in this arena. EU Competition Law and Mergers and Aquisitions are also keen interests of mine; in fact, my thesis is based on the competing economic and political perspectives of Competition Law. Here too I note the excellence of Byrne Wallace in this field, recently having advised Cosmo Pharmaceutical Plc in its multi-billion dollar merger with Salix Pharmaceuticals.

My ability to work well with clients has been enhanced by my time working as a waiter – my ability to build a rapport with customers earned me a quick promotion. I have put this skill to good use in my role as President of the Maynooth University Free Legal Advice Centre, in which I approach local law firms to request the presence of local solicitors at clinics. In my role as President of the society, I have arranged guest speakers to provide training across the six pillars of the FLAC training and development programme, and have also coordinated the inaugural FLAC Public Interest Law Moot Court Competition. By collaborating with other members of the society committee, my colleagues and I have doubled the society’s membership within six months.

A summer internship with Byrne Wallace would afford me the opportunity to train and develop as a lawyer within the fast paced, exciting world of a prestigious international law firm that provides a full range of legal services of the highest quality. However, my decision to apply to Byrne Wallace has been primarily influenced by the particular emphasis the firm places on the individual development of employees and promoting a social, supportive and challenging culture. Another key factor in my decision to apply to Byrne Wallace is the firm’s tradition of excellence. Byrne Wallace has been at the very forefront of the Irish legal sphere since its beginning. I firmly believe that being exposed to such a high quality of work will ensure my further development as a legal professional and as an individual. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I also note, with keen interest, that Byrne Wallace operate focused and meaningful environmental policies, volunteering projects and pro-bono work. As the president of my university’s Free Legal Advice Centre, I have always felt that the provision of skill-based pro-bono work is vitally important, and speaks to the overall sense of corporate social responsibility of an organization. I also note that Byrne Wallace was Ireland’s first law firm to implement an integrated Environmental Management System in accordance with the EMS International Standard. Having worked as an educational support for students with disabilities at Maynooth University, I firmly believe in inclusive employment and social initiatives. I note that Byrne Wallace operate a work placement scheme with St John of God. This active and meaningful scheme, along with the the firm’s multifaceted and all inclusive approach to CSR, has greatly impressed me, and has furthered my interest in the firm.

As a committed, high performing law student, I firmly believe that my academic and extracurricular experiences have given me the requisite skills to be a successful candidate for this programme. Please find enclosed an up to date copy of my curriculum vitae.

Thank you for taking the time to read my application, and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely,
Greg Flynn

