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Dear  Sir  Madam,    
  
The  reason  for  my  application  for  an  traineeship  at  Byrne  Wallace  is  twofold.    Byrne  
Wallace  is  one  of  the  largest  and  fastest  growing  firms  in  Ireland  with  a  genuine  
international  operation  with  offices  in  Ireland  and  the  USA.    
  
Secondly  your  firm  has  been  awarded  numerous  prizes.  It  has  been  the  first  and  only  
large  Irish  Law  firm  to  be  awarded  the  Lexcel  Standard  of  Excellence,  and  was  the  
winner  of  Employment  Law  Team  of  the  Year  (2015)  and  Litigation  Case  of  the  Year  
(2014).  I  would  relish  the  opportunity  to  work  with  such  a  group  of  accomplished  
lawyers.  Byrne  Wallace’s  corporate  strategy  in  targeting  international  companies  
doing  business  in  and  through  Ireland  is  clearly  paying  dividends  and  shows  that  
their  management  is  ambitious  and  that  the  firm  will  continue  to  grow  over  the  
coming  years.  
  
Furthermore  Byrne  Wallace  has  an  impressive  department  dealing  with  competition  
litigation  as  well  as  mergers  and  acquisitions  and  abuse  of  dominant  positions  and  
cartel  practice.  As  well  as  having  the  opportunity  to  gain  experience  in  other  areas  of  
law  during  my  internship,  I  would  especially  look  forward,  if  given  the  opportunity,  to  
working  with  the  Competition  and  Antitrust  law  group.  My  postgraduate  thesis  
examined  the  application  of  EU  competition  rules  (  Articles  101  &  102  TFEU)  in  
British  and  Irish  national  courts  as  a  comparative  study.  Byrne  Wallace  seems  to  be  
Ireland's  premiere  law  firm  dealing  with  EU  competition  law  and  at  your  firm  I  could  
gain  practical  experience  learning  how  competition  rules  are  applied  in  reality.  
  
Whilst  my  undergraduate  and  postgraduate  studies  have  had  a  focus  on  law,  since  
finishing  my  Masters  in  European  Law  at  Universiteit  Leiden,  I  have  been  working  in  
the  political  sphere,  working  for  a  non-for-profit  civic  organisation  dealing  with  EU  
affairs.  However,  this  experience  made  me  realise  that  my  passion  is  in  fact  to  
pursue  a  career  in  corporate  law.  I  enjoy  the  substantive  nature  of  law,  working  
towards  a  concrete  answer  and  applying  the  law  to  client’s  issues  whilst  always  
having  to  consider  the  individual’s  client’s  commercial  strategy.    
  
I  consider  myself  to  be  a  hard  working  disciplined  individual  with  a  good  eye  for  
detail  and  a  hunger  to  succeed.  I  believe  that  I  could  be  a  positive  addition  to  Byrne  
Wallace  if  given  the  opportunity.    
  
Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  consider  my  application  for  an  internship,  I  look  
forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon,    
  
Best  Regards,    
  
Ian  Fraser.  
  
  
  


