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A CHARA,

I am writing in relation to Byrne Wallace's Trainee Solicitor Programme as I am

seeking a training contract. I have at this time passed 5 FE-1s (Contract, Tort,

Property,Criminal and Constitutional) and am awaiting the results of two more

(Equity and EU law). I hope to be completed at the next sitting in March 2024.

By way of background I graduated from DCU’s BCL course in 2019 with a 2.1 degree.

In that time I obviously took all the major subjects offered in a law degree developing

my skills at researching, construction of an argument and legal writing. In this time I

was also heavily involved in the FLAC society and was elected Secretary in my final

year giving experience with seeing clinics run where legal advice was given as well as

requiring me to be very organized with the running of communications for the

society, compiling minutes at the meetings as well as being the representative of the

society in the DCU volunteer working group. After finishing I worked for the summer

as Counter Staff in An Post and then began as a Judicial Assistant in the Courts

Service.

In my role in the courts I had to liaise with members of other parts of the courts

service and those working as legal practitioners in order to organize the needs of

various judges in an efficient manner when under the pressure of tight deadlines, the

difficulty of Covid and the ever changing nature of courts sittings requiring to be able

to move quickly on your feet while the ground shifts beneath you. I also worked

providing research memos, and the drafting of legal judgments and maintaining

confidentiality at times when I worked in areas such as the Family Law Courts. I also

have developed a strong ability to interact with difficult customers such as various lay

litigants in the courts or certain customers to the Post Office. I then took up

employment as an investigative officer in the FSPO requiring an assessment of large

numbers of documents in order to draft the appropriate queries and request letters in

order to progress an investigation through the formal stages. I then began my current

employment in November 2022. I currently work as a senior legal researcher in the

Crime Legal division of An Garda Síochána. In this role I conduct peer review of

others research as well as my own research, I draft briefs for independent counsel

when it is determined that they are the appropriate avenue to utilise in regards to

queries received in order to add a level of independence from purely internal legal

advice or should the matter be one which would exceed the capacity of the office. I

also held management roles of approving leave and carrying out probation

assessments. I was also in charge of monitoring upcoming legislation to assess its

possible impacts on operational areas.



While my roles obviously had an independent streak to them being responsible for

my own assigned work ( or the maintenance of my own till when I worked in the Post

Office I still worked as a team with much co-operation with other counter clerks and

also co-operation with the other Judicial Assistants in order to step in and ensure

that there was proper assistance available even when there was an absence which was

frequent during the Covid period. I have worked well as part of a team and in leading

and managing in my current role. I am able to adapt to whatever situation arises.

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider my CV,

Le Meas,

Joe Galgey
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