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01/10/2021
Emily Murray, Human Resources Generalist
ByrneWallace LLP
88 Harcourt Street
Dublin 2.
Dear Ms. Murray,
My name is Rian Oates, and I have recently begun my final year as a Business and Law student at UCD. Over the last year or so, I have had time to consider my career plans in much detail. I was grateful to have been given the opportunity to complete a short in-person internship at LK Shields during the Summer. My understanding of what is required for a career in corporate law developed greatly and it ultimately reaffirmed my belief that a career in law would be right for me. Having attended the recent ‘Trainee Insight Webinar’, I was instantly drawn to the firm’s culture and collective positivity with each of the panel members that spoke offering something unique in terms of advice, guidance, and insight. One particular nugget I took from the talk came from Shane, a trainee at the firm, who spoke about the importance of having ‘confidence in your abilities’ and ‘not losing sight of the end goal’. From what I have learned, ByrneWallace is firm that is recognised nationally for its commitment to excellence and ultra-professional standards and as such, it is a firm that I would be honoured to work for. 
Academically, I have always been ambitious, and I took great pride in achieving 531 points in my Leaving Cert and being offered my first choice to study Business and Law at UCD. At present, I am on track for a 1st Class Honours grade having received a GPA of 3.70 in semester one of third year. My second semester of third year was spent on Erasmus at the prestigious Bocconi University in Milan. The level of ambition and drive I was exposed to during my stint there was hugely eye-opening and something I want to bring forward in my career. In addition, I gained some unforgettable life experiences from living abroad. Throughout the course of my undergraduate degree, I believe I have acquired valuable professional skills and been immersed in the many key subject areas of law including contract, tort, and property law. I also believe the business knowledge that I have picked up will be hugely beneficial to a career as a solicitor. Outside of my studies, I have amassed extensive experience working in retail, which has helped me to grasp the importance of customer/client relationships and develop key skills such as communication which I know will be key to the quality approach taken at ByrneWallace. I also have a successful background in sport which has helped me to showcase my ambition, hard work and dedication.
In terms of specific areas of practice, my preferences are still fluid, and I would love to rotate between as many areas as possible as a trainee solicitor. Although I have only had brief exposure to the banking and property divisions at LK Shields, these are areas I would seriously consider practising in. However, more recently I have contemplated working in the corporate sphere and have a particular interest in competition law. My current plan is to finish out my degree before beginning my FE1 examinations in October 2022; My hope would be to successfully pass these exams in two sittings, meaning I would become available to begin as a trainee in 2023. 

To conclude, I cannot stress enough how eager I am to be considered for a position on the Trainee Solicitor programme at ByrneWallace and hope that my CV and application form add substance to the points I have raised above and demonstrate that I am a suitable candidate. 
Yours faithfully,
RIAN OATES.
