Dear Ms. Onslow,
I hereby would like to apply for a traineeship at Byrne Wallace.
My name is Rodrigo Mesquita, I am a 22 year old Belgian/Brazilian Master’s student at Trinity College due to graduate in July of 2017. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will begin by describing myself as a candidate first so I can end with why I would like to work for Byrne Wallace. 
I was born in Brazil but moved to Belgium at the age of 5 where I received my education. I attended 3 different schools before graduating in 2012: An international school, a Belgian school and European School. Learning and adapting to the cultures of all three shaped my personality.
Socially, I learned that enthusiasm in conversation and being approachable were the hallmarks of a socially apt person in any culture. Professionally, I learned that diligence, hard work and genuine involvement were essentials for any person intending to create a career for themselves. 
I apply the same enthusiasm and hard work to my personal relationships and projects: My brother and I are avid ultra-marathoners (any distance above 42km) and I am currently learning to play the trumpet and the trombone. We are currently planning the first European Cross-Continent run from Norway to Spain in the summer of 2017. Our event, the ‘Eurocross for a cause’ will be a 5200km run to raise awareness for obesity prevention and promote European unity. 
With my origin and education, I have also had the great fortune to learn to speak 3 languages fluently and pick up in an interest and skill in learning new languages. I learned Dutch while living in the Netherlands for my undergraduate law studies and Spanish by speaking with colleagues from Spain at my job as Course Coordinator at Skiten. Concerning my future language aspirations: a large number of my close friends are German and I aspire to being able to take part in their banter whenever they speak in their native language. 
Concerning my future professional aspirations: I plan on making renewable energy policy my career. I strongly believe that the battle for our planet should be fought on as many fronts as possible. By dedicating my career to energy law and the promulgation of renewable energies, I believe that I can contribute to this battle at one of its central and most heated points: the eventual phasing out of fossil fuels and nuclear energies as humans’ main source of energy. Renewable energy technology has evolved greatly in the past years and has long ago reached the level it needs to in order to supply modern civilization. The only thing left to do is give these technologies priority in our capitalist system.
Earlier this year, I spent 2 months as a paralegal at the Brussels office of Becker Buettner Held, a German energy and competition law firm. BBH is heavily involved in lobbying for renewable energies in the European institutions. The partner who I worked under, Doerte Fouquet, has represented the country of Germany in cases where it opposed the European Commission for granting Nuclear and Fossil Fuel utilities financial support without giving renewable energy utilities the same opportunity to receive that same support. It was an honour working under a professional who was personally committed to the future of our planet. Her energy renewed mine.
Byrne Wallace’s recent work in the area has been impressive. I was particularly impressed with one of your partner’s (Neil Keenan) involvement in advising Mainstream Renewable Power Limited’s tremendous investment in African renewable power supply. His work earlier this year raising funds for a company who aids larger energy users optimise their consumption is equally impressive. It would be an incredible opportunity to work for a firm with lawyers like Neil Keenan’s experience. 
For these reasons, I would like to join Byrne Wallace’s legal team and for the reasons I mentioned further above I believe I would be an excellent candidate to do so. 
Please do consider my application!
I have added you on LinkedIn and I hope to hear from you soon!
Kindly,
Rodrigo Mesquita

