Victoria Ciudin
2A Rue Corbon, 
Paris 75015,
France.
Sinead Fox (HR Administrator), 
ByrneWallace, 
88 Harcourt Street,
Dublin 2.                                                                                                                                              24th February 2016 

Dear Ms Fox, 

I am writing to express my interest in the summer internship at your firm. My name is Victoria Ciudin, having spent two years at University College Dublin of my double law degree in Irish and French law and obtained first class honours, I am currently in my penultimate year at University Panthéon Assas (Paris II) where I will be pursuing a Master’s degree in European Union Law next year.

I would appreciate the opportunity of spending four weeks at your firm. This would be a priceless experience to see the law from a practical rather than my accustomed theoretical perspective. It would expose me to the culture and workings of a commercial law firm. I am confident that my academic background combined with my personal experience could be an asset to ByrneWallace. .

I chose to apply to ByrneWallace because I find that there is a natural compatibility between its values, work ethic, international outlook and myself. It is undoubted that ByrneWallace has an excellent reputation and high standards, qualifies I aim to have myself. Reputation aside, during my time at University College Dublin I attended many talks hosted by the Career Development Centre where interaction with the firm’s representatives piqued my interest, their demeanour and attitude were positive, they seemed genuine. While being a top firm it is relatively smaller in comparison to the other Irish leading firms and having experienced the culture of big international firms I see myself developing and growing within a smaller scale firm like yours. I highly appreciate your Corporate Social Responsibility Policy, especially because social responsibility is an area I am interested in and have devoted time to.

I am a good candidate for the summer internship not because of my vast commercial experience but because my educational, cultural, and linguistic experiences set me apart, I learned to be flexible, adjust and problem-solve in different environments. Additionally, I am highly ambitious, hardworking and like a challenge. During my first years of legal studies I opted for diversity in my work experience, this ranged from au-paring in Paris, shadowing Solicitors and Barristers, working in the District Court in Moldova to diplomatic work in the Moldovan Embassy in London. However, my most enjoyable experience is commercially related because it is doubly challenging. Moreover, I was naturally interested and excelled in commercial related modules such as Contract, Company and European Economic Law. My first glimpse into the commercial world came last March when I spent one week in London visiting top commercial firms as part of the UCD Corporate & Commercial London Study Trip. I was also selected for the A & L Goodbody LawStart Day in April of 2015 which provided insight into the Irish sector. What attracted me to commercial law is that it is dynamic, constantly developing and fast paced, closely resembling my lifestyle. One must master the law but it is equally as important to understand what drives a business and the continuous search for a competitive advantage in the marketplace, the aspect of anticipating and identifying potential difficulties is just as important. 

My flexibility in thought is demonstrated by my choice to pursue a double law degree in different legal traditions, the codified civil law and the precedent based common law, through languages which are not native to me as I am originally from Moldova. Moving to Paris as part of my degree did not faze me, it’s an exceptional experience culturally and academically enriching, it has enabled me to communicate with people from all over the world in a big and fast-paced cosmopolitan city. An indispensable skill in our globalised world. While flexible, I am also persistent and manage my time efficiently as demonstrated by my ability to excel academically, my achievements in sport and in addition to that having a part-time job as a tutor. I am passionate about being actively involved in the community and I volunteer regularly locally and abroad having spent 5 weeks in Haiti in 2015 improving access to education. I am a well-rounded person with a strong wish to drive and excel in my particular field.

Thank you in advance for taking the time to consider my application, I look forward to hearing from you. I am available for interview at your convenience. Please find enclosed my CV. 
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